
Worship March 26, 2023 
 
 
GATHERING PRAISE 
My life is in you, Lord; my strength is in you, Lord;  
my hope is in you, Lord; in you, it’s in you. 
My life is in you, Lord; my strength is in you, Lord;  
my hope is in you, Lord; in you, it’s in you.   
 
I will praise you with all of my life, 
I will praise you with all of my strength;  
With all of my life, with all of my strength.   
All of my hope is in you.  
 
My life is in you, Lord; my strength is in you, Lord;  
my hope is in you, Lord; in you, it’s in you. 
My life is in you, Lord; my strength is in you, Lord;  
my hope is in you, Lord; in you, it’s in you, it’s in you, in you 
 
 
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made,  
That the Lord has made; 
I will rejoice, I will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it! 
This is the day that the Lord has made;  
I will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made. 
Repeat - then - That the Lord has made! 
   
WELCOME/MINISTRY/PASSING PEACE       
Share a greeting in whatever way you are comfortable 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP     
Leader: God bids us to celebrate this day. A day full of new  
possibilities. 
People respond: The Holy Spirit breathes new life within us, renewing our connection 
with God and with one another. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,  
whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy:  
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,  
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,  
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,  



your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 
 
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,  
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:  
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,  
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,  
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:  
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,  
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE             
All the people pray together: God of life, present and     promised, you are the one to 
whom we call: for you are the one who hears, and you are the one who acts,  bringing 
us new life with your grace and love and power. Lead us in our time of worship, that we 
may be prepared to follow your lead. When we leave these walls, help us live the 
teachings we proclaim within this place of  
worship, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE/PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
All the people pray together: Our Father, who art in   heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE #404 
Refrain - Every time I feel the spirit moving in my heart, I will pray.  Yes, every time I feel 
the Spirit Moving in my heart, I will pray 
 
Upon the mountain, my Lord spoke, out his mouth came fire and smoke. All around me 
looks so shine, ask my Lord if all was mine.   
REFRAIN 
 
Jordan river runs right cold, chills the body, not the soul. 
Ain’t but one train on this tract, runs to heaven and right back.          
REFRAIN 
 
CHILDREN’S MOMENT 
  
OFFERTORY    “Reflection on McAfee” arr. Betty Sue  
                                  



  
 
 
DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below; Praise 
him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen 
  
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
Almighty God, as we offer our tithes and offerings, help us to hear the word of hope not 
just with our ears but with our hearts. May it call us back to life and service. In Christ’s 
holy name. Amen. 
  
SCRIPTURE     John 11: 1-44  
Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,[a] “Lord, 
he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead 
to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having 
heard that Lazarus[b] was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 
Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said 
to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there 
again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 
during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who 
walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told 
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 
The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.”[c] 13 Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I 
am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who 
was called the Twin,[d] said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.” 17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many of the 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus 
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 
and the life.[f] Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone 
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.” 28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told 
her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she 
got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was 
still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the 



house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because 
they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where 
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews 
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 
34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 
Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 
from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 
and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has 
been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you 
would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward 
and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, 
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe 
that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his 
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
MESSAGE    Encounters with Christ: Lazarus        
  
 CLOSING HYMN  #707 
1 In the bulb there is a flower; 
in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: 
butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter 
there's a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
2 There's a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 
there's a dawn in every darkness 
bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 
what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
3 In our end is our beginning; 
in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; 
in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; 
at the last, a victory, 



unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
 
SENDING FORTH 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, here and in the world. Amen. 
 
 
POSTLUDE      Take the Name of Jesus with You       
                                                                                   
 
 


